Several of the articles in this issue share a common theme: how to work in a genuinely participative manner with local stakeholders and not for them. We, as professionals in mental health and psychosocial work, should not perceive the populations we work with as simply passive recipients of our interventions, but should base our interventions on what the local stakeholders see as priorities, and build on existing human resources and local experiences. These are the basic ' commandments' of programming in mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS).Yet, time and time again, di⁄culties arise putting these principles into practice. 
